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INTRODUCTION. 



Erolntioii b defined by adence ai b proceia of 
■ysteuutic doTelopniBiit by which ihiDgs thai ore bare 
came to be what the; are. 



TheM nndiea in ^iriuul erolntlon ere baaed on 
the axiomatie priodplei that "all forcet of nature are 
foRua at divine energr< and all lawa of nature are 
regular model of operation of divine energy, or will." 
Many men of leienee hare tlma far been content to 
limit the principle of eTolniion to phyueal and mental 
development. 

Te ahall find a rich vein <rf thonght opening to 
onr minda if we follow tbe lead of tome of the moil 
profonnd men of aeience and pbiloaopby of today wbo 
recognise that the principle of evolntion inclndea alto 
aplritnal derelopmeuL 

Tbia ia the theme to whidi we are to cive our 



nRST STUDY. 
SPIRITUAL HEREDITY. 

Heredity in ■ biologicBl HD«e ii the name (ivei) to 
the geaeraliutian dravm from oburved facti thai 
plants and ammalB cloeely resemble their progeniton. 

Hen of tdeace who lure failed to extend the prin. 
ciple of erolntioD beyond the phyiical and mental 
have naturally failed to indnde spiritnal heredity as 
a factor in hnman evolntioo. 

That vre may see ihii tnbjeel in its tme perepective 
we tnrn to the prologue to St John's Gospel and take 
oa onr iterting point the time, the person and the wmk 
of the Word SB set forth in John I, 1-14. 

"In the beginning was the Word. 

The Vord was God. 

AU things were made tbrongh Him. 

In Him was Life. 

The Word became incarnate and dwelt among na." 

One great pnrpoae of the Word in coming to earth 
In the fieah as Jesaa the Christ was to estahlish here 
and now a spiritnal kingdom in which the will of 
God diall he done as it is done In heaven. 

That man might know his tme place in the divine 
order it was needfnl to make known God as a Father 
and every man as a poaaihle son of God. 

The Old Testament gives only glimpses of the 
tralh that God is a father. Jesns came to reveal to 
man in its fulness the Imlh that God is "Our 
Father." Ho came not only to teach us this truA by 
word of month; He came to show ns the Father. 
Having lived among men bis life of perfect parity 
and love, of lowly service and sacrifice, he said in 
that wonderful npper room talk, "He that hath seen 
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BM had] Men the Father." John 14:9. 

Th« correladve of G«d a* Father k man a Mu 
of God. Man's pvatesi piiviloge on earth i* to be a 
child of God. Hh)'( nniqne endowment, the power 
of choice; not ahMlnte but relatlre. But even m 
this povrer U m far reaching, lo wonderful that no one 
hu ;el Mnmded the poicibilhiea it preientB to the 
human muL Han cannot diooae triwM child he ihall 
be pbyAeaUyt cannot choow hia ph]rtical parentage, 
hence cannot choose his phfdcal heredity, Bnt lio 
can cbooM lAoM child he shall be in a qiiritnal 
■enae, hence can cho<Me hia ^iritnal heredity, and lo 
not only become a son of God bnt a partaker of the 
Divine nature as hi* birthright. 

When Jenu came in the flesh to hia own people 
they did not as a people receive him; bnt some did 
as individoals receive him and to these be Rave 
povrar to become sons of God. ThoM who received 
Um became sons of God by a praeeaa which is called 
birth. John 1:1M3. 

Birtb is not ibe be^nnins of life. It is transition 
into a larger ^bere of life, a life of opportnnitieB for 
growth and development that conld not be known in 
the pr»«iatal state. 

Much mystery has been thrown aromtd the (act tt 
a ipiritoal birth, and yet the conditions of virilnal 
birth have been set forth in words and by symbols 
that startle as by their simplicity. In each ease wo 
find either cvpresaed or implied a divine invitaiitm or 
command; a simple bnnun act of choice, and a divine 
response, a Gift. 

Here is a typical case. Hy sheep hear my voice. 
This is the call of the shephwd. Ihey follow me. 
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This ii an act of choice. I pve to ibem eternal life, 
the divine gift. John 10:37-28. 

The conditions of ipiritiud birth are like that. 
They are like opening ■ door in respouM to a knock. 
Rev. 3:20; like a^iug for and taking a drink of 
water, John 4:10; like eating offered bread, John 6:SI; 
like icceptins an invitation to a wedding feast. Mat. 
22:1.5; like coining home from the "Far Country" 
to the Father's bouse, Lnke 15:11-24; like chickens 
Seeing to the sheltering wings. Mat. 23:37; like tak- 
ing an offered gift. The Gift of God is eternal Life." 
Rom. 6:23. A gift cannot be given nnlesa there is 
one with a will to rec^ve It. God himMlf cannot 
bestow the gift of life which comes with the new birth, 
npon one who does not choose to receive il. Yet a 
little child may choose to take this gift. Onr little 
ones need not go into the "Far Conntry" before tbey 
come to be at home in the Father's bonae; before 
they are bom into the Father's family. "Suffer the 
little children to come to me. Of anch is the King- 
dom of Heaven." 

Spiritual birth is set forth by Jems as the one 
condition of entering the kingdom which be came to 
reveal npon earth. The fact of Bpiritnal birth in in- 
dividoals is to be knovm, not by a wordy profeuloii, 
but by a life; knovm as the wind is known, by Its 
effects; known as the life of the vine is known in 
the branches by their power to hear fruit. John 
15:1-17. 

Through spiritual birth man becomes not only a 
child of God and by heredity a partaker of the Fath- 
er's nature; he becomes an heir of God and a joint 
heir with Christ. Rom. 8:16-17. 

It is well St times to take account of our riches. 
S 



We become befn to bU peace, My peice I give to 
yon, John 14:27; bein to hii Joy, That they may bare 
my Joy fulfilled In themselreit John 17:1S; bein to 
bia contmned work of brixiBiiiB in tbe kingdom by 
meaua of hi* eontiiiiied preMnce and power. Mat. 
2S:1»20 and Acts 1:8; heirs to hii ahnndant life, 
John 10:10; heira to likeneH to God through lon- 
■hip, I John S:2j "Belored, now are we children 
of God and it i* not yet made manifest what w« ihall 
be. Wfl know that if he thall be manifeated we (ball 
be like bim." 

To atop here in comtting oar tidies would be to 
do injnitice to a vital principle in the life and teadi- 
ings of Jems, the principle of aelf sacrifice. Te fall 
if we too constantly picture tbe Christian life aa a 
child's holiday. Ve started with Panl, bat ibns tar 
hare failed to follow to tbe limit that stem old wai^ 
rior who connted not his own life dear nnto himself, 
and who In declaring that we shall be children of 
God and joint baits with Christ adds this significant 
elanae as a condition, "If lo he that we suffer with 
bim, that vre may he also gbvlfied with bim." 

SECOND STUDY. 

SPIRITUAL ENVIRONME?rr AND 

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 

Hie word enrironment In its simplest sense meana - 
sorronndings. Uied in this sense tbere may be an 
enTironmeni of relationship or an enTironment of 
proximity without relationship. A dry seed stu* 
rounded by air is in proximity to the air, hat imr» 
lated to tbal enriranment. The living leaf Is related 
to the sorronnding air fay its power to take in throng 
B 



pom the CO) and so help in boUding ihe living 
titsne* «f the plant. 

Spencer uyt, "Wbatarer power an organi«m ex- 
pends in anjr thape U the equivalent of power taken 
in from withouL" We all know how important la tlte 
influence of ■nrronndingB in hringing to perfection 
plants and lower animalB, and in modifying the pbya- 
ieal and mental development ct Inunan beingi. 

In phyiical life, «4iich aeenu to be more eiien- 
llal, the organiim or the environment? We thall find 
that each ia helpleM without the other. Air, light, 
heat, electricity, toil and water urithont an organiim 
through which to manifest themselveB would be only 
chemical elements and natural forces; would not be 
plant, would not be lower animal, wonld not be 
physical man. And an organism, plant, or ■niwl, 
without an environment of chemical elements and 
physical forces, conld ll exist? 

Bnt man, the goal of the animal series. Is mind aa 
well as body. Without human euviroument from iii> 
fancy, if indeed he could exist, what would he be? 
Suppose him to he brought up from birth by a family 
of monkeys, conld he apeak? Wonld he walk on all 
fonrs? What of his intellectual development? Man 
needs for normal mind development an environment 
of hnman beings } of plant and animal life; of land 
and aea; of tky and sun and stars; of books and 
teachers; of art and mnaic 

Throi^ developed intellect and sdentifie diseov^ 
eries and mechanical devices man adds a universe to 
his environment and mnltipUes his physical power 
almost vdthout limit. Bis unceasing effort is to fur- 
ther enlarge bia thought environment and further in- 
crease his physical power. 
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But man li not only body and mind. He U qtirii, — 
that "SomelhiDg" within, which knowi initinctiTely, 
vnlMB it h«i become petrified by neglect or falce 
leachingi, that back of the flower ii the maker of the 
flower; beyond tlie star ia the maker of the alar, and 
that pbytieal death doei not end aU. 

There wae an old idea of a God vbv created the 
tmiverte all at once, wound it up as one winds a 
clock, then left it to nm itaelfi — an abaentee God. 
The later Idea, not yet nnlTersal, ia of a God immi- 
tmit, resident in natnre, ehapin| with infinite (kill the 
bnda and blowoma of today, controlling all tliingH by 
diYine law, upholding all things by divine power. 
Jolm 5:17. The environment of every human »oul it 
God. "In him we live and move and have oni being." 
The whole univeree is a whispering gallery in which 
God i* aending ont bis wireless messages in every 
direction, bnt only he who keeps his soul attuned to 
the divine call receives the message. Han has the 
power of choice to respond or not to reqiond to hia 
divine environment. It may be to faim only an on- 
vironmeni of proximity and not of relationship. 
*Their ears are dull of bearing and their eyes have 
they dosed." The response of a aoul to spiritual 
environment is spiritual life, «diieh is the Gift of 
God at the new birth. This is the topic for our third 

THE SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 
Another factor in evolution advanced by acientista 
ia "The Survival of the Fittest-" Yet even science is 
now discrediting its own terms, for in the evolution 
of plant and lower animal the strong survive and the 
weak perish, and the strong are not always the most 
fit. 



In the lower forms of life there i«, if any, only 
ver; little power of choice on the part of the organ- 
ism. As we ascend to the plane of hnman evolution 
we find a new factor in action, the eousdotu Tahm- 
tarr coHiperation of the thing evolving, in the procew 
of ilB own erolntion. Man, endowed as he ii with 
the power of choice, is capahle of responding to the 
attractive force of ideals. 

Every hnman being whether high or low in the 
scale of development has moments when he sees in 
flashlight a better self than he is. He feels within 
himself the draw to ascend to the plane of divine life 
and divine law, end he feats the counter urge to fol- 
low the line of least resistance and descend to the 
level of the beast; to the law of the jnngle, the law 
of claw and tooth. This is the new prohlem in the 
man plane of evolution. Not shall the pbydcallr fit 
individual survive and the nnfit perish; bnt shall the 
fittest in eadi individual enrvive and the unfit perish? 
Shall his best ideals, his finest visions, his nohleet self 
survive and become permanent; or shall these die 
and the nnfit anrvive and become permanent? 

Here is the fierce battlegronnd of life, the place 
where character is made, where the virility of man- 
hood is tested. This is the field of destiny. E^ch 
men most make choice at every step of the way. 

Some think the battle ia done when the soul is 
bom into the spiritual kingdom, hnt in tmlb ibe fight 
is (hen only begnn. The choice to open the door of 
life to God is one great victory, bnt it stands at the 
beginning and not at the end of the Christian life. 
Paul won his first victory on the road to Damascns 
and could say boldly, "I was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision." Acts S6:19. Twenty years later, 
12 
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after he had preached the gaipel fai Alia Minor and 
llaeedonia and Greece and won nntold nmnben to 
Chriit, he wrote to the conrerti in Corinth, **I hoffet 
my hodr and hring it into nihjectiau, lest after I have 
preached to atheri I myaelf ahonld be rejected, — 
ahonU become a cactawey." I Cor. 9:27. Later itill 
he wrote to the disciplea in Rome, **I find then a law 
that 10 me iriio would do good, erO ia preaent." Read 
the whole account in Roman* T:14j4 and note the 
■g«ny «f a templed tool •• be crioa out, "Wretched 
nan that I am, who iball deliver me out of the body 
of ihia death?" 

FMtnnalely for Pan! be aaw bia danier and knew 
tbe one aonrce of itrength that would give him the 
victory. "I thank God throngh }enu Chriit our 
Lord." Here we turn with joy to tbe ever present 
Ghriit who in the days when be dwell in the flesh 
wai in all pointa tempted like ai we ate, yet without 
dn, Heb. 4:15, and In that he himself hath anffered, 
being tempted he is able to mccor them that are 
tempted. Heb. 2:1B. Only by hii fae^ (ball the &!• 
lait in each lool mrriTe and the nnfil die. 

But to tbe soul that aapiiea to highest attainments 
in the epiritnal life the choice la not always between 
that which is morally good and that which is positively 
eviL Far more often tbe choice ia between the good 
and the better; between thi better and the best Tbe 
ground that produced thirty fold is called good 
ground. So of the ground that brought sizly fold. 
Bnt there was groimd that produced one hundred 
fold. 

It is unfit that any child of God should he content 
with leaa than die best when power is at hand to give 
bin the beat. 
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"Cod givei his beat gifts to the few 

Tho dare to atind the teit; 

He gives his second choice to those 

Vho will not choose the best," 

THIBD STUDY. 

SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

In onr study of "Spiritual Heredity we hare dealt 
with the beginnings of the evolution of spiritual life, 
and have seen thai the environment of relationship lo 
God i» a neceieary factor in the process. We are now 
lo follow the farther development of the soul life. 
We are lo itndy the divine process of making fnll 
grovm men and women from new-born souls. 

Evolution at a process is in action all aroimd ns 
today in the making of a leaf or a Aower from a bud; 
in making • bird on the wing from a life germ in 
the egg; in the nuking of far off worlds from star 
dnsl; in the making of men who are of the measure 
of the stalnre of Christ from new bom spiritual chil- 
dren. Eph. 4:13-14. 

What is Life? Spencer has said, "life is contin- 
notu adjastment of inner relations to outer relatious." 
Henry Chnrchill King says, "Life is correspondence 
to environment.'' These are not true definitions of 
what life is. The; only state the conditions of active, 
evolving life- There ia latent, paaaive life in the seed 
gertn; in millions of seeds stored dry for the spring 
planting; bnt no adjustment to outer relations, no 
correspondence to environment. The spiritually un- 
born soul is alive, but not adjusted to divine relations; 
not responsive to divine environmeuL Jesus himself 
called this conditioa spiritual death. John S:25. 
Death is separation, not annihilation. The father said 
u 
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of the •on wfao had gone into ibe tar eonntry, **Thu 
my son wat dead." The Far Country is not ■ place. 
It ia a itate of miDd and heart. It Is lack of rs- 
qranae to the divine enTiromnent — to the Father's lore. 
Self separation from God is spidtnal death. Oneneaa 
with God 1b spiiitnal life. 

Sftiritnal life is aot a created entity. It is at the 
very eiaence of the creator; of the Christ who said, 
"I am the Life." If we can define "God," we can 
define "Life." Theae terms are too great for defini. 

Oat of his own rich fnll nature Christ has this 
gift ^ spiritual life for man, for every man who will 
cbooae to take it. *The gift of God is eternal Ufa. 
I am come that ye may have life." 

But man may choose not only to be a apirit^toni 
■onl, a child of Cod. He may chooae to be a fall 
grown man in the spiritual kingdom. I am come, 
not only that yon may have life, bnt that yon may 
have it in abundance. John 10:10. 

Abmidant life in the plant and animal world 
comea ihrongh proper correapondenee with favorable 
environment. Life and abundant life in the spi^ 
itual realm depend on certain conditions analogons 
to those that we find in physical life. Jesus constantly 
used the conditions of physical life and growth to 
make plain tool life and development. For full vi^ 
orons life and growth every plant and every animal 
must have air to breathe. Breath is necessary to the 
growini plant as to the living animal. The breath of 
life for the spirit of man is the Spirit of Truth prom> 
ised by the Master as he was about to depart from 
the earth En his physical manifestation. Jesns ac- 
ts 



connled the presence of the Holj Spirit of more value 
to man than hie physical presence. He said, "It i» 
better for yon that 1 go away." He even promiBed 
that the Spirit of Truth ehonld guide men into knovfl- 
edge that he could not then reveaL John 16:12-13. 
Christ in the flesh was limited in time and place. 
QiriBi in the person of the Holy Spirit is in all times 
and aU places, in every human heart in all the world, 
that has opened the door to him; and he is here lo 
abide forever. He is here lo do, through those who 
believe on him, greater works than be did in the 
flesh. John U:1S-1S. 

Every form of physical life depends upon water for 
its primal development and for its continned exisience 
and growth. We find Jeras again and again nsing 
water as a symbol in relation to spirilnal life aod 
growth and ont-go. Note his answer to the woman at 
the welL John 4:10. On the great day of the feast 
when the priests carried from the pool of Siloam the 
golden pitcher brimming with water to he poured out 
at the temple. Jesus stood and cried, "If any man 
thirst let bim come to me and drink. He that be> 
liereth on me out of him shall flow rivers of living 
water." John 7:37-38. 

The symbols used by Jesus to represent soul food 
are so rich end varied that we can only mggest a con- 
tinued study of so wonderful a tbeme. "Give ns this 
day onr daily bread." Does any one snppose that 
Jesus thought only of bread for the body when he 
taught us to pray this prayer? "Man shall not live 
by bread alone, hut by every word of Cod." For 
Christ's most profound leadungs concerning food and 
drink for the spirit of man read the great parables in 
John 6:26-59 and John 13:1-17. 



For the hanger and thirst of the Bonl there is no 
gatisfaction bat in eating of the LiTing Bread and 
drioking of the fountain of Living Water. 

Other essentials foe normal development in the 
higher forma of plant and animal life are Bonlight and 
heat. Note the vine that creepB into a dark cellar, hovr 
it loMS color and strength and power for bearing blos- 
som or fruit. Call to mind the blind fish in the 
Mammoth Cave and the pitifnl pale children reared 
in cold dark tenement hooBes. 

An old time prophet announced the coming Christ 
as "the Stin of RigbteouBness*'; and how often dte 
Master nsed the wonderful indefinable somelhii^ that 
we call Light, to set forth his own character and 
mission. Enough that he said, "I am the Light of 
the world. He that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, bat shall bare the Light of Life." John 
S:12. 

Bnt physical man needs for his best development 
not only the conditions we have named, bnt he needs 
exercise and rest. So of the spiritaal man. **]esna 
said, I mast work the works of him that sent mei" 
"As the Father hath sent me so send I yon." There 
is no growing spiritual life without service, without 
work of some kind, and those who work must find 
rest. For rest there are two conditioDS, rest from 
labor and rest in labor. Jesns recognized that both 
are needful. To the tired disciples he said, "Come 
apart and rest a while." Mark 6:31. His ideal for 
rest !n labor is beantitully pictured in the parable of 
the Yoke. Matt. 11:28-30. "Come unto me all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden and I vrill give yon rest. 
Take my yoke upon yon and leam of me and ye 



ihall find reit to your wall. Hy yoke ia eaty; my 
burden is UghL" 

Many think of the yok« as ■ ■ymbol of MrTitode, 
of bondtge. It is in realil]' one of the fineat lymbok 
the Master ever nted to set forth a spiritual tratb. 
The yoke it a symbol of partnerihip in aerrice and 
it ma; be m conaimeted that the stronger partner may 
lake the larger share of the bnrden. My burden, the 
burden ibat yon share wilb mo and I share with yon. 
Is light, and ye ihall find rest to yonr souls. Instead 
of fret and worry, of wear and tear in labor we shall 
find joy in our woik and rest in our labor. So shall 
"ibe common deed of the common day" become a 
sonrce of strength and not of weakness; of growth 
and not of decline. 

Te all know what wonders have been wrought by 
scientific methods in Improving plants end animals. 
Man seems almost to have joined bands with the 
Creator in hastening the process of evolntion. To 
work these wonders the man of science has imposed 
his own choice npon things that cannot choose for 
iheuselves. He chooses for each thing a better hered- 
ity, a more favorable enrironment, and decrees that 
the imly fit shall smrrive and the nnfit shall die. He 
compels each thing to abide hy its own diriue law 
of life and powth and progress. 

Vben man by his own choice for himself shall be 
carefnl to conform to divine law in all the essentiBls 
of life and growth; when he chooses for hintself the 
divine heredity, the divine environment of relation- 
ship which is the continnons adjustment of the soul 
to God; when he decrees that by divine help the fittest 
In him diall survive and the nnfit shall die daily, then 
the ideal of the full grown man shall be in process 

18 
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«f realtiation. To thje end Chriai offere to «ach fan- 
man sonl hia own abnndant Life, which ib the Birth- 
righl of every child of God. 

FOURTH STUDY. 
SPIRITUAL DYNAMICS. 

Dynamics is defined ■« the science of force. Forco 
is any agency, latent or active, that can caiue motion, 
arrest or change ihe direction of motion. In a larger 
aense force is any cause that can produce effect. 

We speak of force as if it were »omething within 
the range of hnmoD comprehension. Ve try to de- 
fine the word, yet we do not tell what force la. We 
only stale what it can do. We are in the realm of 
mystery, of miracle, of the infinite, when we talk of 
force and of forces. 

We see the daisy lift its head above the clod by a 
force that transcends gravitation, that mighty nnseen 
power which holds onconnted worlds in their orbits. 
The transcendent force that lifts the daisy is life, 
and the mind of man atops in wonder before the works 
beiim done, day by day, hy the undefined power that 
we call life. 

We think (rf light and talk of it as if we knew. 
Light is a commonplace thing. Bm the astronomer 
will tell as that this inviaihle force that we coll light 
has its own fixed laws; and because the man of 
science knows and obeys these laws, light obeys his 
will and has broDght him word from a star-world so 
far away that the swift messenger waa one hundred 
and thirty years on the jonmey, as il carried the mes- 
sage which tella the stuff of which the star is made, 
and the lime limit of its orbital Jonmey. 

We think and talk of spiritual force as if we knew 
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>iir o*m words. Tm we know that to 
comprdieiM] this mfttery reqnim a kind of knowledge 
that we do not now potMH. 

It gladdena ns to know that man hai eona of dme 
for tpiritnal derelopmeDt and eternal 7ean la ilndf 
the Mcreti of the nmTocie. 

WitbJn the limited range of what we know at pres- 
ent we find many ihingi that Diay reward our qnesl 
toward the unknown. 

We tnm onr thought firit to the MH»lled natnial 
forcea, light, beat, electricity, gnvitation, chemiam 
and others almott withonl Qomber, and we find that 
certain qnalidei are common to alL They are each 
■nd all Invisible; we know them only by their effecta. 
£ach force ontreachea the bonndB of hiunan thonghl 
ai l« quantity. Man caimol create nor destroy one 
unit «f force. Each force has its own fixed, un- 
dungeafale lawa. By knowledge of the laws of a 
force and conformity to these laws man may com- 
mand the force for his own special purposes. For so 
ndliaing the simplest natural force man must have a 
device for applying and directbig the force; he must 
have a machine. A machine must be conunicied in 
every minute part according to the laws of mechan- 
ics. Lever and pulley, wheel and axle, each part has 
its own fixed law. 

One of the greatest modem discoveries of science 
is that all the stncalled natural forces are different 
manifestations of one aU-inclnaive force. That each 
may be transformed into another force, hut cannot be 
created nor destroyed by man. This is the great prin- 
ciple of the conservation of energy. In making this 
profound generalization, science stopped sboit at the 
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lhr«ibold of a 701 gceaur tnith, that bU the forces of 
vatnn ar« different manifeBtations of "ONE OHNI- 
PBESENT DIVINE ENERGY OR TILL"; h«iMe one 
with what religion ha* long since recogniaed at ipir> 
Itual force, the oal-ga of the all lofficient Penonality 
back of created things. 

Ont Btady of Spiritual Dynamics then mngt in- 
chide all the natnral farces as factors in this one 
primal all inchtaive Force which U Cod. 

Science in her great generalization of all natnral 
forces as one force found no shigle law thai wonld 
fit this inclueive force. Le Conle gave as the cine 10 
sncb a law and coupled with it a new definition of 
Science. "The laws of nature are regular modes of 
operation of divine enei^ or will; invariahle hecanse 
he is nnchangeable." "Science is lystematic knowl- 
edge of divine thoaghts and divine ways." Bontronz, 
a noted French philosopher, speaka of a time when 
we shall recogniie "a science which shall embrace all 
knowledge, because it sees all things in God." 

That then is the law of this one ultimate force 
that includes all natnral forces, and also spiritual 
force? If all force is divine the law <^ all force must 
also he divine, must be spiritual. We seek spiritual 
law on the plane of the spiritnal. Here is the one 
tutiversal divine law, the keeping of which will bring 
man into harmony with the divine will, hence into 
harmony with divine power. 

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart and thy neighbor as thyself." 

Apply now the scientific principle that in order to 
ntiliae any force there must be conformity to the law 
of tbe force. Let science and religion Join hands and 



conform to thia nniretMl divine kw wherever In aU 
the world men touch the ^ringa of human life, and 
the lonrcei of production; and we shall *ee all the 
nightr force* of nature added to the spiritual forces 
now in action, for the advancement of hnnun welfare, 
for the cotninB of the kingdom of God here on earth. 

We have «een that any force of tuture to be con- 
trolled by man must have a tnedinm of manifeetation, 
■ mechaniBm made conformable to law. What ii the 
mechanism through which spiritual power mmy mani- 
fest itself here on earth? Ve toudi here one of the 
most wonderful truthi of Christ'i teachins*. Man is 
the medium, the mechanism through which divine 
power may manifest itself for the bringing in of the 
kingdom of God here and now. 

If the medium ihroi^h which phydcal force is 
to be utiliied must be nude conformable to law and 
kept in order to avoid friction and limitation of 
power, iriial of the mechanism through which spiritual 
power may manifest itself? Here i* a chaJlenge for 
efficiency. 

Han's body is the most perfect piece of machinery 
ever made. It is man's duty as a child of God to keop 
ibis part of himself in order, that it may help and not 
hinder the divine Spirit «4iich seeks It as a medium 
of woik in the world. This may be done by knovring 
and obeying the laws of physical life, laws as truly 
divine and imperatiTe as any other laws of God. 

So of the mind. Hwe again we are in the domain 
of law. Who shall estimate or set bounds to the pow> 
or of the mind of one man, developed and used in 
harmony with divine law and yielded to the Spirit of 
Tmth vriuch is promised to guide into all truth? 
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Of ipiritnal media through which the power of 
God may be niamfeiled Paul uagles ont faith, hope 
and love. The promite* made to faith alone (taggBr 
lu by iheit peatneai; and is for lore, read I Corin- 
Ihiani 13 and Epfa. 3:14^1, and iland in awe. 

If there is limitation of power in the physical 
realm, it is on the side of ihe mechanisni and not of 
the force. Eleetridtf cannol light a million homes, 
cannot torn nnconnted wheels, cannot speak ihrovgh 
the air, cannot do any of its wonderful woita in the 
world withont the rarioni forms of meehaniim 
ihrongh which it li today manifestins its power. Han 
may limit this force hy failing to (npply proper media 
tot its ezprearion. He may enabU it to do mighty 
works by conforming to its laws. 

If there is tinilation of power in the spiritnal 
realm it it on the side of the human mechanism and 
not of the Power. The Power is nnlimited. It is said 
of the children of Israel becanM of their failnre el 
KadeBh'Bamea, that "they limited the Holy One of 
Israel." Pi. 78:41. Jeans himsdf coold not in his 
own land do many mighty woiks becanse of the un- 
belief of the people who saw in him only the ear- 
penler's am. Hatt. 13:55-58. 

As man may limit God hy failing to sapply the 
medium for the divine power which ie ever al hand, 
so he may eitiAU the Holy One to do his wonderfnl 
works in the world, by conforming to divine law. 
As there are nnexplored resources of power in erery 
natnral force, so there are unexplored resources of 
power in God, for help in all the right purposes of 
life — for hastening the coming of the kingdom. Acta 
1:8. 
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FIFTH STUDY. 
SPmiTUAL GRAVITATION. 

Early In the SerenteMith ctmary Galileo ttartled 
the religiotu world by hla discovery dial the earth it 
not the center «f the nniverse, but that it morea about 
die nm. The diieorerer came near losing hi* life for 
bii bold •Herdon. Later in die same centuy came 
die even more startling discorery by Newton <^ die 
law of gravitation. 

Voltaire openly advocated Nevrton'i views, diint 
ing thai he had now found an nnannverable orgomenl 
that wonld banish God from the eonrse of nature. 

Today many of our greatest astronomers and other 
men of sdence regard the conception of one force 
pervading infinite space, and one law guiding on- 
tmmbered worlds in tiieir orbits, as the strongest 
proof of the imminence of God. Tmly the heavens 
declare the glory of God, 

It was surely a daring generaliaadon on which 
Newton annoimced this great law, — "Any tsoo por^ 
licle* of matter attract each olAer viith a foree wUcfc 
it proportiojuite to tluar mnssBs idkI inoeriely pro- 
portional to the tqiure of Ae dittmtee ftetsoeen them." 
%bU we find that this force of gravitation and the 
law from which it never varies by a hair's breadth 
can teaeh ns valuable lesaons of spiritual lltef 

Two bodies, as the earth and the sun, have each an 
attraction for the other, and somewhere between the 
two is a point or line of eqnilibriom between the two 
forces. Note that this is only a point or line, and 
diat every particle of matter between tiie earth and 
the sun mnst be on one side or the other of this in- 
visible line, hence more strongly attracted to one body 
than to the other. 
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For man there are bat two cenlera of attractioii 
and two motive powers vrbich determine hie direction 
of morement, his actioiu, his character. The otie 
center of attractian is God. The other center ie telf. 
One motiTe power ia love. The other ii aelfiehnow. 
Lore h the source of all the good in the world. 
Selfiahneu Is the source of all the evil in the worid. 

Cod as a center is drawing ever; man to himself 
by the persnasiTe power of a perfect ideal and the 
attractive force of love. At the same time eveiy nan 
b being drawn towards the self'^enler by the nrge of 
his own lower nalnre and in obedience to the law of 
lelfishiKM. 

Here again we find man'i royal privilege of choice. 
He may and mnat chooie his center of gravitation, 
■hall it be God, or ihall it be self? He innit choose 
tbe law of his life. Shall it be love or shall it be 
selfishness? Here is a test by which we may know, 
by whet a man is, which of these motives is the law 
of his life. Love seeks the highest good of its object, 
without regard lo the gratification ot the lower self. 
Selfishness seeks gratification of tbe lower self wilh- 
ODt regard to the good of its object, be thai object 
■elf, or neighbor, or God. 

Again we torn lo the great law ot the kingdom as 
our standard: "Thon sbalt love ihe Lord tby God 
with all ihy heart and thy neighbor as thyself." 
Usnally we think of only two objectives as named in 
this law, God and the neigbborj hot we lose the tme 
meaning of the law if we fail to include the third 
objective, "Self." We are speaking now, noi of an 
emotion which may call itself by the holy name of 
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loT«. We we ^eddng of lore wUcb ii of the very 
lUtnre at God. Lore of lelf U m far Kmored bom 
MlfiHlmeM u the emU i» from tbo wmL 

Apply now onr tea, bepnning with telf. The man 
friio lovea UnueU Melu hia own highest good withoni 
regard to the gndficMlon of hia own lower aelf. This 
I^TBi him the only true standard far loving hia nei^ 
hor. If he love hia neighbor at himaelf he will aeek 
the ueighhor'a higheat good without regard la the 
gratification of hinuelf. If he love God he will aeek 
the highest that God seeks; and if be love himaelf be 
mnat love God, for that ia his own higheri good. 

Having choaen hia Ufa center, either God or self, 
and having made the law of his life either love or 
selfiahnesa, we find everj man on the God aide or on 
the self side of the line of equilibrinm between the 
two eenura, God and aelf , good and evil. 

We have learned from onr own observation and 
experience that every man ia himself a force of gravi- 
tation. This ia in harmony with the physical law, 
•very particle attracts every other particle. Here we 
find the glory and the pathos of life. Every man as 
a gravity force is attracting men toward God or to- 
ward the great mass of selfishness which ia on every 
band. He la adding to the attractive power of God 
bis own attractive force, or he ia adding to the at- 
tractive forces vt evil in ibe world. 

And he mnat do thia whether he deliberately plana 
it or noL He makes his choice when he chooses hia 
life center, aelf or Cod. It la not by hia worda thai 
a man is the greatest attractive force for good or eviL 
f ( fi fry wbtf he it. "What yon are thunders so land 
I cannot hear what yon aay." 
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Hen poM the line of eqnilibriam between aelf md 
G«d at the new biith, but Boiiie ke^ dangeranily near 
die line eren after they are new born. John wa« the 
"Belored Ditdple" beeanie be diote hi* place neareM 
to the heart of the Ha«ter; and what a drawins power 
he la in ihe world today. 

Of JeaiM Christ ai a drawins power Napoleon at 
Sl Helena fa*e lUa teaiimoay: **I and Alexander 
founded empires on force. Today 1 am an exile and 
no man does my bidding; and where !■ the empire 
of Alexander? Jenu Chriet fonnded an empire an 
love and ba alone haa nccoeded in m> raitlnB men to 
the nnteen that ihey become intenrible to barrier* of 
time and ipoce. AeroM the chasm of eighteen faon- 
fired years Jenu Chriit makes • demand, which of all 
others, Is dUBcnlt to latirfy. He demands die hnman 
heart, and today millions of men wonld die for him. 
This it is that proves to me quite eoncfauiTely the 
divinity of Jesus Christ.'' 

SIXTH STUDY. 
THE SPIRITUAL iONGDOM. 

In onr first stndy vre have said that one great pnr- 
pose of the Christ in coming to the earih as Jesns 
of Naasreth was to establish here and now a apiritnal 
kingdom in which the will of God dull be done as it 
ia done in bearen. Onr five studies already given 
have steadily kepi tUs end in view. 

Prophets and sages of old had leen in vision a 
kingdom of God frfiieh had these signs i 

"His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom." Dan. 
4:3. "A kingdom of glorions maiesty." Pi. 145:11. 
"A kingdom that roledi over alL" Pa. 103:19. **0f 
n 
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the incTMM of hia UngdiMii and pMtca tlnro dull be 
no <nid.~ Ib. 9:6-7. 

At the begiiiiiiiig of Ua pnbllc minlitry, "Jenu 
went abonl all Galilee, preacluDg the good tldinga <rf 
Ibe kmidom." HatL 4:23. Ha aent oitf ibe twelve 
with one mesuge, "Ai ye go preach. Hie kingdom of 
beaTen ii at hand." Matt, 10:7. He gave the aame 
word to be ipoken by the aerenty whom be tent onl 
later. 

Onr LonTi tM^-tiing., especially hi* many pataUei, 
centered largely in the thon^ of die kinfldom. He 
tanght men to pray, "Thy kingdom come." In thote 
wonderful forty dayi after hii resnireetion when he 
appeared to many, bnl etpeciaUy to bit dioaen di» 
ciplei, he urai "^teaking of the ibingi concerning the 
kingdom of God." Acta 1:S. 

So from the far off daya of the prophela down to 
onr own day people haTo been thinking and talking 
tbont "A Kingdom of God." Many different ideal 
have been held concenting this kingdom. Hie Jewa 
ibonght it waa to be a (enqioral kingdom with a king 
of mighty power on the throne of David. When 
Jesns fed the multitude on the Bborea of the Sea of 
Galilee they thon^i be muu mrely be the promiaed 
one, and aonght by force to make him a king. 

The diiciplea held to thia view concerning Jema. 
On ibe day of bit resnrrection die t¥ro iriio walked 
to Eroman* and hw the Lord bnt knew him not, aaid, 
"We hoped that it wa* he who abould redeem Iirael." 
Lnke 24:21. Jnit before the Haater'a aacention the 
diadplea asked, "Lord, dott thou at thii time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?" Acts. 1:6. 

In all die Christian ages many believers in Cbtist 
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have thought that the kingdom of heKvmi is in 
hemiea and thai helierers will come into the kingdom 
only after death. 

The belief cnrrent in many minda today ig that the 
kingdom will not come on earth mitil Christ rentniB 
in bodily form to dwell among men. 

That was Chriat'e idea of the kingdom? Al- 
thon^ it had been annonnced again and agaiOt 
"The kingdom of heaven is at hand," etUl 
the people were in doubt. The Phariseea ai^ed 
him when the kingdom of God cometh and 
be gave in one short sentence the time and 
place and character of the kingdom. "The king- 
dom of God cometh not with ontward thow, neither 
shall ye gay, 'Look herel' or 'Look therel' for lo, the 
kingdom of God is within yon; or, in yonr midst," 

Christ's most perfect word description of the char- 
acter of the kingdom is in the prayer he tanghl men 
to prey, "Thy niU be done on earth as ii Is done in 
heaven." Paul's great definition of the kingdom ig in 
Rom. 14:17, "The kingdom of Cod is not eating and 
drinking, bnt righteousness and peace and joy in tbe 
Holy Spirit" 

Jesng seemg almoal lo go beyond the power 
of language in setting before his hearers in plain word 
and in parable what Ae kingdom is like. Tbe shor^ 
est and most wonderful of these parables we 6nd in 
Halt. 13:33, "The kingdom of bearen is like leaven 
«diich a woman took and hid in three measores of 
meal till the whole was leavened." No one on earth, 
except Jesna himself, knew at that time the natore of 
leaven. That is a recent discovery of science, a 
discovery that waited for the microscope. Leaven is 
life and growth. It is a plant which forms buds and 
29 
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Mch bud breaks off and forms ■ new plant. And 
lli«M eoniitleM microacopie planla aMimilate ibe life- 
left maw of meal, partiele bf pardele, and riuliie It; 
and tbe growth continiiei till the latf particle is 
reached and made alire, — till the wliole ia leavened. 
The kingdom is like leaven. 

The truth of the kingdom growing as a living thing 
Is beanlifiiltr set forth in tbe parable of the seed grow- 
ing white men sleep, yielding first the bbde, then the 
ear, dim the fnll grain In the ear. Mark 4:2648, 
also in the parable of the mustard seed. Haric 
4:3IMI. 

Throng the life of God in man, as so wonder- 
fnll; set forth In the parable of the vine and the 
branches, not only is each life to be transformed Into 
the likeness of Christ, biU human society in all its 
varied actlvldes is to be transformed. Dr. James A. 
Frands gives us this lllnminating definition of the 
kingdom, "Human society in this world transformed 
by the Spirit of God till it becomes a copy of soci^ 
aronnd the throne." 

Science with its manifold discoveries and inven- 
tions has nude tite whole earth one neighborhood. 
The leaven of spiritosl life in Christ is to make the 
whole world one brotherhood. In the kingdom of 
God eadi ntizen is "a child of the king," hence all 
are brothers. 

The most farreaching, the most stnpendoas, dte 
most seemingly impossible diing ever tmdertaken on 
this earth is tite establishing of this kingdom of God 
among men. Te stand in awe before the task and 
readily admit, "TFith men it ii Impossible.'* Bnt we 
turn with Joy to tlie Master's added word, "All things 
are possible widi God." MtA 10:27. 



Never before have the forcei of good and evil been 
M Bercely arcayed agaiiiBt each other as today. Many 
in the past have regarded relipon ae a thing apait 
from ibe work-a-day world; as Bomething for Sun- 
day; for dinrdua and Snnday Schools; good for 
women and atnall children. Men have been playing 
al the gamtf of fighting evil:— fighting it hy gnatchsB; 
fighting It in palchea; fighting it by man-made de- 
vicea. Today the world ia awaking to see that the 
fight is on at its fiercest; that all the forces of good,— 
that the great anny of Cod mtut he set in array along 
the whole line of battle and that only hy the aid of 
divine Power can the victory be won. Paul clothed 
his Christian warrior in armor. We have been wear* 
ii^ Boft raiment and abiding in palaces. Meanwhile 
the forces of evil have seiaed npon and turned to 
their own aelfisb and fiendish pnipoaea the natural re- 
Bonrcea of the earth and all ibe migbiy forces of nature. 
These must be caplored from the enemy and made l« 
serve all men; made lo serve for ibe bringing in of 
the kingdom of God in all the earth. 

The one law of the kingdom ia the law of love. 
Jems had given it again and again, bnt in the npper 
room he gave it as a new commendment and added 
this lest, "That ye love one another even as I have 
loved yon." Stndy this divine love in its eacrificial 
ponring out of life itself. This is study for a life- 

In this divine love in action we find cure for all 
the evils of the world. And this cure is to be wronght 
by divine love and power manifested in and throagh 
bnman agencies, through men who are heirs of God 
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Ibnm^ fpfritoal birth; throOBli men ntba are i«- 
■ponuTO to dirine envimnment; who by the help of 
die indwelling Christ are choodng that in them Ae 
fit shall mrvive and the mifit dull die; men who 
have accepted Christ's offered gilt of abnndant life; 
men who are so in harmony with divine law that 
infinite power can be manifested in and diron^ 
diem foe the mightT ta^^; men wlio ihrongh what 
diey are, and what they do as the out-go of the life 
of God in them, are attracting the world away from 
the self^enter toward the trne center, which ia God; 
men vdio, whatever their occupation for daily bread 
seek first the kingdom of God aod his rightaonmess. 
Throngh mch agencies the prayer which Jems 
tanght men to pray ie being answered and we see in 
vision the dawn of the New Day wdien the kingdoms 
of the world ahall have become the kingdom of our 
Lord and his Christ; AND HE, THE KING ETER- 
NAL, IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, SHALL PRESIDE 
AS PRINCE OF PEACE IN THE PARLIAMENT 
OF MAN. THE FEDERATION OF THE WORLD. 
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